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taunted every day in schools as chil-
dren who we say are ‘‘normal.’’ 

Tomorrow, I will be cohosting a 
briefing with Congresswoman CATHY 
MCMORRIS ROGERS, herself a parent of 
a special needs child, to discuss the 
heartbreaking issue. We will be joined 
by Lauren Potter, an actress on the hit 
show ‘‘Glee,’’ who has Down syndrome 
and who will share her personal stories 
as well. We will be highlighting a re-
port by AbilityPath.org, Best Buddies, 
and the Special Olympics. This report 
shines a bright light on this epidemic. 

Here in Congress it seems there are 
as many reports as minutes in the day, 
but too often they end up collecting 
dust instead of inspiring action. In this 
case, we cannot allow that to happen. 
Bullying and harassment foster a cli-
mate of fear and disrespect that can se-
riously impair the physical and psycho-
logical health of its victims, and create 
conditions that negatively affect their 
learning. 

For special needs children who al-
ready face tremendous challenges, add-
ing this extra burden is simply unac-
ceptable. Those with special needs are 
more likely to be targets, either be-
cause their differences single them out 
in the classroom or because they have 
difficulty in communicating and in 
reading social cues. 

Let me share with you a story from 
the report. These are the words of a 
mother of an 11-year-old girl with 
Down syndrome: 

‘‘My daughter is a wonderful, ador-
able, sweet child with Down syndrome. 
The bullying she encountered started 
in elementary school and has followed 
her to middle school. Everyone makes 
a big deal about their children being 
bullied at school, and it is a big deal. 
However, it is always the ‘normal’ chil-
dren that you hear about. Who stands 
up for the children who are like my 
daughter?’’ 

It was this sense of helplessness that 
led James Jones, whose daughter suf-
fers from cerebral palsy, to confront 
her school bullies on a Florida school 
bus in 2008. The video was unforget-
table and shocking. The numbers are 
just as disturbing. 

A study in the British Journal of 
Learning Support found that 60 percent 
of students with special needs reported 
being bullied compared to 25 percent of 
the general student population. 

Researchers have discovered that 
students with disabilities are more 
worried about school safety and about 
being injured or harassed by other 
peers compared to students without 
disabilities. 

The National Autistic Society re-
ports that 40 percent of children with 
autism and 60 percent of those with 
Asperger’s syndrome have experienced 
bullying. 

It is time for Congress to stand up 
and to speak up for these children and 
their families. In the coming weeks, I 
will be introducing legislation to tack-
le this issue head-on. Under this legis-
lation, schools that receive Federal 

funds will be required to report the 
number of incidents of bullying and 
whether the victims have special needs. 
In addition, Federal funds used for bul-
lying programs will be required to in-
clude content that specifically address-
es the bullying of those with special 
needs. 

I hope we can begin a national con-
versation to ensure this epidemic re-
mains silent no more. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 46 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, our Hope and our Salva-
tion, 40 years is hardly a lifetime any-
more. Yet Your people wandered in the 
desert until a whole generation passed, 
longing for Your promises to be ful-
filled. 

Now, 40 days seems far longer than a 
month’s time. Yet both Moses and 
Jesus withdrew from the people just 
that long to seek Your face on the holy 
mountain. 

Be with this Nation and the Members 
of this House as long as it takes, Lord. 

Allow Your people to repent and re-
flect on old patterns that have brought 
about present crisis. Grant them Your 
power to seek new patterns of behavior 
so free people will embrace laws with 
accountability and security will spon-
taneously give rise to self-discipline. 

Lord, heal our wounded nature and 
bring us to the fullness of life You have 
promised both now and forever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a 
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 

quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from California (Mr. BACA) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. BACA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HATE IN THE NAME OF RELIGION 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, they 
cry peace, peace, peace in the daylight, 
but, when darkness of the night comes, 
they murder the innocent. Such was 
the case over the weekend when sus-
pected Palestinian radicals killed five 
Israeli members of the Fogel family 
living in the West Bank. The assassins 
slithered into the Fogel home and mur-
dered Udi and his wife, Ruth, and bru-
tally butchered three of their children, 
ages 11, 4, and 3 months. 

These homicides are an act of terror 
against the Jews of Israel. They appear 
to be political murders by radicals who 
preach hate in the name of religion. 
Baby killers of any religion or political 
belief are the lowest forms of the 
human existence. 

Israel has the absolute right to exist-
ence. But those that have the blood of 
babies on their hands refuse to let 
Israel exist. 

The murder of the Fogel family is yet 
another example that Israel cannot 
have peace as long as their neighbors 
hypocritically preach peace in the day-
time and practice murder in the night-
time. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

REPUBLICAN CR 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, we’ve just 
seen 12 straight months of private sec-
tor jobs growth and there is a 2-year 
low in the unemployment rate. Now is 
the time for us to give our economy an-
other push forward with a smart budg-
et that invests in critical needs and 
lowers the deficit with intelligent 
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